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The mahajun lives by his ryots, receiving
cent, per cent, from them ; and as surely the
ryot lives by the mahajun, for you must
change his nature before he will live in any
other way* When a mutual understanding
thus subsists, it stands to reason, that the
mahajuns will not often wantonly oppress
their ryots, thereby hurting themselves.

From what I have seen in the examina-
tion of many mahajuny cases, I do not think
that they seize on the property of the ryots,
excepting in cases where they are about to
flee the village, or to give all their land to
the cultivation of indigo. What can a ma-
hajun expect from the sale of the small pro-
perty of a ryot ? Many of them are two,
three, or four years in balance, and their
whole stock would but amount to a few
rupees. They must then flee the village,
and the mahajun loses all hold of him.
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